Walayah 

The following falls under the meanings of the word wali: Ruler, chief, 
leader, leader, judge, giving judgement; therefore it is kufr to take or 
appoint a kafir as wali. 

Regarding this Ibn Qayyim said: 'Tf the ruler/leader makes him 
equivalent to a wali; having a kafir as a ruler/leader will make him a 
wali. Allah (swt) had concluded that the one who makes the kuffar 
rulers or leaders is from them (belongs to them). The iman (faith) will 
only be complete while distant from them. And to take them as walis 
will contradict this. They can not be taken as walis and they cannot be 
stayed away from at the same time. To make someone a leader will exalt 
that person. A kafir is already degraded by his kufr. Also these two 
contrasts are incompatible with one another forever. Leading and 
leadership are expressions of friendship and friendship is a type of 
walayah. This friendship and the enmity felt for the kafir can never be 
together." (Ibn Qayyim, Ahkamu Ahli' dhimma 2/414) 

In Islam the kafir does not have walayah over the Muslim. In all 
domains of life Allah has ended the walayah of the kafir over the 
Muslim. Allah (swt) has stated: "...And never will Allah grant to the 
Unbelievers a way (to triumph) over the Believers. (Surah An Nisa 4; 
141) and 

"O you who believe! Obey Allah, obey the Messenger and those in 
authority amongst you.. (Surah An Nisa 4; 59) and 

"And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites..." (Surah A1 Ahzaab 
33; 48) 

Also RasulAllah (saw) stated: "Islam is great, there is nothing above it." 

(Bukhari) 


With the ayah an-Nisa 141 Allah (swt) prohibited the walayah 


relationship between Muslim and kafir. 


Prohibited wala with kafir: 


==> following the desires of kuffar 

"Never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with thee unless thou 
follow their form of religion. Say: "The Guidance of Allah,-that is the 
(only) Guidance." Wert thou to follow their desires after the knowledge 
which hath reached thee, then wouldst thou find neither Protector nor 
helper against Allah." (al-Baqara 120) 


==> obeying the kuffar on the prohibited matters 

"Eat not of (meats) on which Allah's name hath not been pronounced: 
That would be impiety. But the evil ones ever inspire their friends to 
contend with you if ye were to obey them, ye would indeed be Pagans." 

(al-An'am 121) 

"Follow (O men!) the revelation given unto you from your Lord, and 
follow not, as friends or protectors, other than Him. Little it is ye 
remember of admonition." (al-A'raf 3) 


= = > when a muslim woman asks her kafir father permission for 
marriage 

"...And never will Allah grant to the Unbelievers a way (to triumph) 
over the Believers. (Surah An Nisa 4; 141) and 

Imam ash-Shahi said: "A kafir has no walayah over a muslim woman, even if 
she is his own daughter. Beeause even though (her father) Abu Sufyan was 
alive it was Ibn Said ibn al-As who married Umm Habiba to Rasulullah 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). [He is Khalid ibn Said ibn as-As, the son of the 
unele <brother of her father>.] It was also reported that it has been Negus or 
Uthman ibn Affan who married her to Rasulullah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). 
In any case wasn't ither father who gave her to marriage. And it is far from truth 
that Abu Sufyan gave her to marriage. Both were muslims (Ibn Said and 
Uthman) and I don't know a muslim male who is a nearer relative to Umm 
Habiba. But Abu Sufyan didn't have walayah over his daughter. Because Allah, 
the Allmighty has cut the bonds of muwala between muslims and mushrikun, 
ergo He has cut the bonds of heritage, blood money etc." (ash-Shafii, al-Umm 
5/15) 



"A kafir father has no right of walayah over his muslim daughter." 

(Imam al Marginani-al Hidaya sharh al Bidayatu'l Mubtadi) 


==> to show respect/to glorify/to praise to kafir without any needs 

"Do not say sir to munafiq. If he is not sir you would make Allah anger." 

(Abu Dawud, Nasai) 

Muslim reported in his Sahih (14/144) from Anas ibn Maalik that 
RasulAllah (saw) said: "When the People of the Book say salaam to you 
(greet you by saying al-salaamu alaykum), say 'Wa 'alaykum' (and unto 
you).'" 

According to another report, he was asked, "The People of the Book say 
salaam to us. How should we respond?" He said, "Say, 'Wa 'alaykum.'" 

According to another report, he said, "I answered, "alaykum" - without 
the "waw" (i.e., wa meaning "and"). 

According to the last hadeeth (14/148), he said, "Do not initiate the 
greeting of salaam with the Jews and Christians, and if you meet one of 
them on the road, push him to the narrowest part of it." (Imam Muslim, 
Sahih) 

"Do not take friends other than Muslim and do not serve your meal 
other than the one who have fear of Allah" (Sahih-i Ibn Hibban) 


==> taking kafir as an intimate 

"O ye who believe! Take not into your intimacy those outside your 
ranks: They will not fail to corrupt you. They only desire your ruin: 
Rank hatred has already appeared from their mouths: What their hearts 
conceal is far worse. We have made plain to you the Signs, if ye have 
wisdom." (al-i-Imran 118) 


==> giving credit to a kafir over Muslim 

"Let not the believers Take for friends or helpers Unbelievers rather than 
believers: if any do that, in nothing will there be help from Allah: except 
by way of precaution, that ye may Guard yourselves from them. But 
Allah cautions you (To remember) Himself; for the final goal is to 
Allah." (al-i-Imran 28) 


==> friendship with kafir 

"O ye who believe! take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends 
and protectors: They are but friends and protectors to each other. And 
he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily 
Allah guideth not a people unjust." (al-Maeda 51) 

Ibnu'l-Munzeer stated: "Everyone who has earned the characteristic of 
ahl-i Tim all agree that a kafir has no administrative right over the 
Muslim." (Ahkamu Ahli' dhimmi 2/414) 

Qadi lyaad's explanation regarding this is as such: "If the administrator 
is kafir or changes the shariah or performs bidah he will loose his 
walayah and he will not be obeyed. The Muslims must oppose him and 
if they have the power they must take him from his position and replace 
him with someone just. If a group of Mu'min have the power it will be 
wajeeb upon them to remove him from his position. However the 
person in position of imam performs bidah unless it is known that he 
could be taken down, he shall not be opposed. In a case as such the 
Muslim will take hijra to another destination and will save his deen." 
(Nawawee, Sharh of Saheeh Muslim 12/229, KitabuT-Imara) 

The scholars have agreed that administration can not be given to a kafir 
and if a Muslim administrator performs kufr he will be discharged, his 
guardianship will be annulled and that he will not be obeyed, (see 
Sahih Muslim, Sharh' in Nawawee, 12/229; FathuT-Bari, 9/13) 

Ibn Masuud (ra) states: "Abu Moosa A1 Ashaaree (ra) paid his dept to 
Umar b. Hattab. Umar (ra) admiring his detailed and attentive 
calculation said: "Call upon your bookkeeper so he can teach all, how he 
has done his calculation." Abu Moosa said: "He does not enter the 
masjid." Upon this Umar said: "Why? Is he junuub?" Abu Moosa A1 
Ashaaree answered: "No. He is a Christian." Umar b. Hattab came 
down on him hard and lectured him saying: "While Allah as estranged 
them do not make them close. While Allah has humiliated them do not 
praise them. After Allah has declared they are not to be trusted do not 
trust them." (Abu Dawud) 

Someone came to Umar (ra) and said: Among the Hira Christians there 
is a young man who knowledgeable and can do calculations. Make him 
your clerk. Umar (ra) replied: Upon making him my clerk I will have 
made him my confidant. (Ibn Abi Hateem) 

In the Tafsir of Qurtubi, Surah Al-i Imran 3; 118-120 the narration 
includes the young man being the best known and that Umar (ra) stated 


he would not take on any other than a Muslim as a confidant. As a result 
it is not permitted to take on ahl-dhimmi as clerks. And their outside 
influence and appointing them as power of attorneys is also prohibited. 

After all these, it is clear that giving walayah to a kafir over Muslim, is 
prohibited and for this purposes voting for a kafir is not allowed. If the 
elections take place as a necessity of democracy it is as same as the 
general elections which is kufr. But if it is not related with democracy or 
any other system then it will be kufr because of wala (voting for to give 
walayah to a kafir over Muslim) only. 

Some may have doubts and be confused in the matter and some 
questions may arise regarding the kafir boss or similar incidents. 
Although I do not advise any Muslim to work for any kafir the reality is 
different, and conditions lead the Muslim to work under kafir authority. 

As a boss the kafir use their own initiative and makes rules. Following 
some rules of the kafir in these situations, may not be prohibited unless 
the rule itself contradicts with Islam. In the workplace the relationship is 
based on the pleasure of both sides and the Muslim can quit anytime he 
wants. As long as the Muslim does not show any respect to their kufr, 
haram etc and does not obey their rules which are against the shariah, 
there is no harm to work for the kafir. 



